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Prof. Max Mttller had some further correspondence with his admirer in Amer- 
ica, whose real name is Fritz Menzel, of Pittsburgh, Pa., where his temporary ad- 
dress was care of the Monongahela Hotel. 

Prof. Max Mailer's philosophy is philological to the core. Scholars who are 
dealing with words, not with concrete things, are apt to take the word as the 
reality and then treat all the realities which constitute the real thing as mere prop- 
erties of their hypostasation. This reification of abstract nouns, so natural in a 
philologist who exaggerates the significance of words, is the basis of Prof. F. Max 
Mailer's theory of the Self and of things-in-themselves, which is set forth in his 
essay Language and Mind (pages 105-153) ; but, as might have been expected, he 
failed to convince his correspondent, the horse-farmer. 

Prof. Max Mailer wrote a second answer to the " PferdebBrla" under the title 
of "The Reasonableness of Religion," which is a justification of his former posi- 
tion, containing many noteworthy passages and fine thoughts ; but the impartial 
reader will feel that the most important points which the Pennsylvania farmer 
makes remain unanswered. 

All these essays were written in German, and it was desirable that Professor 
Max Mailer's views should be had in English. His widow, accordingly, prepared 
the whole series of essays for publication: (1) The "True History "of Celsus. 
(2) The Horseherd. (3) Concerning the Horseherd. (4) Language and Mind. 
(5) The Reasonableness of Religion. The whole was translated by an American 
admirer of the Professor, Oscar A. Fechter of North Yakima, Wash., U. S. A., 
and edited by J. Estlin Carpenter, the accomplished Pali scholar, an English 
Unitarian minister, well known among Orientalists through his editions of Pali 
texts and among Unitarians as a liberal theologian. Mr. Carpenter naturally sym- 
pathises strongly with Prof. Max Mailer's position. 1 

The book as it lies before us is well edited and well translated, although it is 
very difficult to bring out in English an adequate expression of the Pferdeburla's 
humor. We may add that at the time of its first appearance we corresponded 
with Prof. Max Mailer on the subject and invited him to write an answer to our 
criticism of his atman theory, but he never did. p. c. 

Sectarianism and Religious Persecution in China. A Page in the History of 
Religions. By J. J. M. de Groot. Vol. I. (With three Plates.) Amster- 
dam : Johannes Muller. 1903. 
Professor De Groot, the same who wrote a treatise on the non-existence of 
religious liberty in China, as reviewed in The Monist for April, 1903, page 478, 
here describes in a stately volume of 259 pages the conditions of the sects in China. 

1 We need scarcely mention that the translation "Horseherd " for Pferdebilrla 
is a mistake. The foot-note on the first page of the Preface indicates that Professor 
Carpenter mistook the German word Biirla, which means Bauer, for Bursche ; 
but the Pferdebilrla himself explains the word as " a farmer who uses horses." 
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He dedicates the volume ' ' to all missionaries of every Christian creed laboring in 
China," and collects a number of documents proving that the suppression of non- 
Confucian thought is deemed a basic principle of the Chinese government. This 
spirit is characterised in the Confucian dictum quoted by De Groot as a motto on 
the title-page, "The cultivation of heresy is so injurious!" 

De Groot is one of the best-informed Sinologues, and the present volume is 
brimfull of valuable facts. He explains in the first chapter the fundamental prin- 
ciples of Confucianism regarding heresy, implying the request of its suppression. 
The second chapter contains a historical survey of religious persecution in China 
up to the seventeenth century. Persecution is not limited to non-Chinese religions 
but involves also Buddhist and Taoist sects. Chapter III. offers the documents 
containing the original text and faithful translations of the laws on convents and 
religious life. It is astonishing that, under these restrictions, it was at all possible 
for Buddhism to flourish ; but the need of a religious faith and the satisfaction of 
a hope beyond the present life, such as Buddhism offers to the yearnings of the 
heart, overruled all obstacles and forced Buddhism again and again to the front, 
so that even in court circles and for the private religious wants of the emperor and 
his family Buddhist ceremonies proved indispensable. Chapter IV. contains the 
law against heresy and sects; Chapter V. discusses sectarianism, especially the 
power of the White Lotus Sect; Chapter VI. is devoted to the Sien T'ien, an im- 
portant sect of Taoism ; Chapter VII. characterises the Lun Hwa sect, its deities, 
its meeting places, the degrees of its devotees, initiation ceremonies and higher 
consecrations, its festivals, its influence in Chinese home life, and the observances 
in honor of the dead. The supplementary notices on sectarianism and heresy are 
relegated to the eighth chapter. 

No one who wishes to be fully informed concerning the sad state of affairs in 
the religious life of China can afford to disregard Professor De Groot's book. p. c. 

Chinas Religionen. Zweiter Teil : Lao-ts'i und seine Lehre. Von Dr. Rudolj 

Dvordk, ord. Professor der oriental. Philologie an der k. k. bohm. Univer- 

sitat in Prag. Milnster, i. W. : Aschendorff. 1903. Pages, viii, 216. 

Aschendorff of Miinster is a Roman Catholic publishing house which brings 

out quite a number of valuable publications, the general aim and tendency of which 

is to reconcile faith and revelation. The present work by Dr. Rudolf Dvorak is 

one volume in a series of contributions to an exposition of non-Christian religions. 

The author, who is Professor of Oriental Philology at the Bohemian University of 

Prague (an institution which is distinct from the German University in the same 

city), takes special interest in Chinese studies and is the author of a volume on 

Confucius and his doctrine * which appeared several years ago in the same series 

1 Confucius und seine Lehre. (Chinas Religionen. ErsterTeil.) Minister 
i. W. 1895. Aschendorffsche Buchhandlung. 



